
The G.B.F.C.A Short Range Challenge – Century Range / Bisley UK
Saturday 9th & Sunday 10th April 2022 at 600 Yards

Blog of Events

The weekend's wind Gods, In F/TR 1st Asad Wahid, 2nd Ewen Campbell and 3rd Stuart Anselm. In
F-Open 1st Gareth James, 2nd Mark Bannon and 3rd Martin Scrivens

It feels like it's been an absolute age since the majority of us last shot competitively and to be honest
it has been. With HO clubs still facing restrictions around the UK and many ranges trying to catch 
up on back dated bookings, it's all a bit chaotic at the minute to say the least. 
Thankfully, the tail end of the 2021 league season went without hitch even if it did fly by in a flash 
back in November. That left Top Gun, a stand alone competition in the finale spot, closing the 
shooting year for most UK F-Classers in mid December. With that in mind, I'd imagine the majority
have started 2022 right where they left off in 2021 and it certainly showed with high scores 
submitted this weekend.

I think you'll all agree that covid has knocked the stuffing out of a lot of people and the time 
between restrictions gradually being eased on our ranges around the UK in late January this year to 
our first league round at Bisley, couldn't come soon enough. 
It was clear to see that shooters were starting to go “ Cold Turkey” and becoming very hugry for 
any shooting opportunity to compete regardless of the 2nd big blow we're all facing right now with 
the consumables shortage around the world and the knock on effect it's having here in the Uk. 
That being said, there was still a lot of excitement for the first F-Class round of the year and when 



entries went live, it didn't take long for healthy numbers to start rolling in and  filling up the places 
available. I knew right then that we would be in for a great competition in both classes.

As is always the case, the first round of the year is always a short range competition and shot at 600 
yards. This has served an important role over the years and provided an ideal way of easing 
everyone back into the competitive format, blowing away the cobwebs and allowing any new or 
inexpereinced shooters a chance to enter the G.B.F.C.A mould and shoot at a comfortable distance 
as opposed to being thrown right in at the deep end of a gusty 1000 yard match and a potentialy 
catastrophic train wreck...Been there, done that and have a wardrobe full of the bloody T-Shirts ha.

At the close of entries we had a healthy even split of 70 competitors with an almost perfect 50/50 
split between F/TR and F-Open. This was quite unusual for the times as Open numbers have fallen 
over the past couple of league events and even though we had several of our regulars away in South 
Africa, shooting their Nationals, It was brilliant to see so many faces back with us and supporting 
Round 1. We even welcomed the handful of new shooters making their league debut which was 
great. I can only hope they all went away happy and our feeling confident that we're a friendly 
bunch of shooters and that their welcome to dip their toe in another league event soon..

Proceedings got under way with an informal practise on Century range at 600 yards on Friday 
afternoon. We had 6x targets being privately marked and running on a rolling detail which allowed 
all 25+ of our shooters the chance to tweak their zeroes, test some final loads and/or shoot what 
seemed like every rifle they owned in their personal arsenal and all while trying to get a preview as 
to what the wind could be like if it remained the same in competition the following day. 

It's never really the case though and how many times have you started a comp with blow off's, 
battered the individual blades of grass that you aimed at on the back stop, regardless of the distance 
between the target and backstop, only to be 3MOA+ left or right of sodding center with your first 
sighter to count. Its a dirty, wicked game this shooting malarkey and the wind gods always like to 
play tricks with us. 

Anyway's, everyone seemed to come of the range happy and by the time the hooter went at 
16:30hrs, we had the range cleared in record time, our radios returned the the NRA and were 
raceing to the nearest watering hole to hydrate and chat bubbles about the days shooting. 
By this time the majority of our competitors we're arriving on camp, checking into their digs and it 
wasn't long before we had enough bodies to call a healthy gathering.

In my case it was a meet at Harkin's plastic palace (aka 101 HQ) for 18:00hrs, along with several 
others who decended there on mass. That's where things got rather messy and pretty quick. I don't 
know what it is about Bisley, but the beer always tastes better on the Friday as does the delivered 
pizza from the local fast food joint and the night time activities and shenanigans are always the best.
I don't know if its the excitement of meeting up with shooting mates or the feeling of finaly being 
able to switch off from work that week, but it always ends bad with sore heads in plentiful supply 
the following day. 

I must also mention the biblical weather we endured on Friday night...WOW! Our loud laughter 
was interupted by a sudden onslaught of driving rain bouncing off the roof of Paul's caravan around 
23:30hrs and it didn't stop teeming down until 04:30hrs Saturday morning. 
Not the best of conditions to be pitched in a confined fishing bivy on the Sit Pet lawn and especially
after a serious skin full of beer. I faced a difficulty dilemma that I'm sure everyone can empathise 
with and especially under the scenario of a pitch black tent and a heavy sleeping bag with more zips
and bloody buckles than one of Hudini's straight jackets. I'm travelling with a large water tub and a 
long piece of hoze next time but will leave the rest to your own imagination ha.



Rain then turned to solid Ice and by the time I'd thawed out and had a shower in a can, my bivy 
resembled an igloo and it was 06:50hrs. I then heading across to Century Range to start setting up. 
This is where I met Kat Balakrishnan, followed by Big Steve Moloney, young Tom Reynolds and 
Ryan Goodman. The early birds couldn't sleep due to excitement of the day ahead and were the first
of our competitors to arrive on range and lend a hand setting up. 
Now, Anyone who's met me at silly O'Clock in the morning will tell you that I can sometimes be a 
bit temperamental and on occasion in the past, have been compared to a brown bear with a sore 
head. I can only appologise, It takes abit of time for the old brain to engage in gear and I'm not 
switched on until I've unload the mobile Tardis of everything but the kitchen sink. 
Thankfully with everyones help, we soon had the G.B.F.C.A Gazebo up, our range flags in place, 
the scoring system set up on and everything squadding related ready to hand to welcome our guests.
Thanks guys, it was much appreciated including the use of Mr Rollafson's generator.

Saturday was a proper crisp morning with a very heavy frost yet I was very surprised to see the 
range flags across the full range giving it beans, dry as a bone and showing a strong full value wind 
coming from the right. This is a far cry from the usual dead calm conditions we face first thing with 
the wind flags hugging the poles for dear life.
By 07:45hrs the range was a hive of activity with an army of shooters gathering kit, donning extra 
warm clothing and moving about the range, very similar to an army of ants going about their daily 
business. The sun was also starting to peak through the clouds, warming up the air and evaporating 
the faint mist wafting through the air down range like smoke smoldering from a damp camp fire.

At 08:00hrs our private markers were all in place and we then took the opportunity to deliver a short
but sweat safety brief on the firing point and introduce our RCO's for the day - Tony Lawson and 
Phil Northam. As with all competitions, time comes at a premium and getting off to a good start can
make or break any competition. RCO's act like drummers in a band and keep everything running to 
time and are always very much appreciated, certainly be me anyway.

F/TR were first into the breach and by 08:30hrs sharp, our first wave of competitors were allowed 
onto the hallowed turf of the firing point to set up their soft kit and various other equipment.
Saturday would consist of 4x Matches (2x AM and 2x PM) all 2+15's and shot at 600 yards. Each 
match would start with a full F/TR detail, follwed by a mixed 50/50 detail and culminating with a 
full F-Open detail. The first Match of the day would also start with a 1 minute blow off period prior 
to the start of each details shoot in that match.

Quite the gathering on Century and the perfect start to a new season



By the time the morning was in full swing and we'd got mid way through Match 1, the wind had 
changed direction completely and it was very apparent that the shooting was tough and both F/TR 
and F-Open were being seriously bullied in equal measures. Quick pick ups and big drop offs 
caught out most of the field throughout the day with fishtailing winds moving through zero in both 
directions, causing havock across the board. 

I've been told by a very reliable source that the wind brackets encountered in Match 1 
varied between 1¼ MOA Left to ½ MOA Right with sudden pickups creating the 
biggest hurdle to overcome. In Match 2 the wind had started to increase in value, 

running anywhere between 2+ MOA Left to 1¾ MOA Right

By mid afternoon, the ground had warmed up and it was rather pleasant. Still cold in the shade but 
down range, we encountered heavy mirage thrown into the mix for good measure. These were 
competitive conditions you can only dream about and perfect for splitting the field and making it 
interesting for all involved.

Saturday afternoon's Match 3 had the wind increasing once more but this time from a more dominant
direction. The NRA had flicked that switch up a notch and as the fans worked their way up the gears, it
increased the winds value to 3 MOA Left with sudden and costing drop offs in the region of 1 MOA left

shedding well earned points, left right and center. By late afternoon and in Match 4, the wind had
returned to a more familiar condition encounted earlier that day with a fishtailing winds moving 2½

MOA Left through zero to a 7/8 MOA Right and back

That being said, the cream of the crop always rises to the top and some excellent scores were 
submitted throughout Saturdays Matches 1-4 by those shooters that clearly got a early grip of the 
wind and steered their freedom seeds (an expression robbed from Erik Cortina) in the right direction
with many competitors just missing out by the skin of their teeth on awards with 1 V-Bull here or 
there costing them a podium finish.

                        FIRST      SECOND     THIRD                            FIRST      SECOND     THIRD
Match 1 
F/TR

D.Rollafson
75.08

A. Bagnall
74.07

M. Downing
73.07

Match 1 
F-Open

T. Marsh
75.06

D. Stewart
74.08

P.Hill
74.07

Match 2 
F/TR

A. Wahid
72.02

D. Lomas
71.06

M. Webb
70.03

Match 2
F-Open

M. Bannon
74.08

G. James
(CB) 72.08

U. Kwade
72.08

Match 3 
F/TR

A. Wahid
70.04

K. Balakrishnan

69.04
S. Anselm
(CB) 68.06

Match 3
F-Open

M. Bannon
(CB) 72.04

D. Lloyd
72.04

G. James
71.08

Match 4 
F/TR

D. Lacey
71.04

D. Rollafson
(CB) 70.04

D. Lloyd
70.04

Match 4
F-Open

L. Groves
75.09

M. Scrivens
74.05

S. Taylor
72.06

                        FIRST      SECOND     THIRD                            FIRST      SECOND     THIRD
F/TR
SAT AGG

A. Wahid
280.13

E. Campbell
274.20

S. Anselm
272.21

F-OPEN
SAT AGG

D. Lloyd
286.24

M. Bannon
286.22

G. James
285.27

Those scores concluded Day 1 of the Short Range Challenge and I want to congratulate all those of 
you mentioned above that made the podium and picked up some well deserved awards. Awesome 
shooting guys and you certainly led the way from the start. 
I must also mention our resident NRA official, David Lacey in F/TR and the Gold medal he won in 
Match 4 with a stunning 71.04. David had me in stiches as he reminisced with a grin wider than a 
Cheshire cat, that it was a similar style match many moons ago and a Gold medal win at that match,
that was responsible for getting him hooked on F-Class and bitten by the competitive bug. 



He then went onto say that he's being living in purgatory ever since, dealing with the trials, 
tribulations, pains and emotions that anyone can associate with F-Class as he tried to replicate those
initial Golden results. I'm now very pleased to see David breaking through the other side and I 
wanted to congratulate you on reaching your goal. Well done and welcome to the Layer Cake!

Talking of cakes, it wasn't all bad for those coming to terms with a train wreck at one of our 
matches. Niki Groves, our new to the scene and very tallented baker was generous enough to make 
a huge selection of home made delicious cakes and chocolate chip cookies, free to all that attended. 
These offered many of our competitors a consolation prize and a much needed sugar rush to raise 
their spirits and morale. Thanks Niki, you've a cottage industry in the making right there x

With 4x Matches on the Saturday, it was quite a long day but we got through it and finished well 
ahead of the hooter which halted Saturday's fun and games across the Bisley complex.
It was then a quick pack down of the range and a re-shuffle of the squadding for Sunday's Matches 
based on Saturday's Aggregate scores. I then went back to my tent, lit the gas stove, nearly made a 
Roman Candle of myself by setting my sleeping bag a light before finally prepping a Britsh staple, 
in the form of a much needed cup of tea.

After a quick “S, S & S”, I met up with my fellow 101 team mates at the Surrey Rifle Club at 
18:30hrs for a drink or 10 as this was the venue for several important meetings going ahead that 
evening. We then grabbed the opportunity to book in for some food as GBFCA associate members 
and enjoyed a feast fit for a king. Starting with chorizo sausage and peppers, followed by brazed 
Lamb and seasonal veg for mains, all washed down with many lagers of choice before being topped
off with sticky toffee pudding and a large dollop of ice cream. 
It was only right that we would then retire back to the Artists Rifle Club for several traditional 
flyers, and to talk more woffle regarding our wind reading capabilities. I was in a rare and fortunate 
position that I hadn't dropped one single point all day and this was a well worthy excuse for one last
celebratory flyer with Pete Sheffield and Paul Harkins. Why wouldn't you!

Sunday morning started at a similar silly O'Clock to Saturday except on this occasion, I think the 
range staff at the NRA had also been out partying the night before and slept in. At 07:20hrs there 
was a nice que of traffic forming at the locked gate to Century Range while we waited anticipatedly 
for someone official to unlock the gates to the range and let us set up shop. 



We didn't have to wait much longer and a member of staff who looked like he was chacing his arse 
to catch up with his morning routine, opened the flood gates, allowing everyone to then hastily spill 
out onto the range car park at the rear of Century.

We than had another safety brief and introduction for our newest RCO Nik Batson who would work
alongside our familiar Tony Lawson for the day.

Sunday morning would consist of 2 Matches, both (AM only) of 2+15's with another blow off 
session to start. On this occasion, F-Open were first into the breach, followed by a 50/50 mixed 
detail and a full F/TR detail to finish.

Sunday was a completely different animal to Saturday. It was warm from the start, the sun was out 
and there wasn't a breath of wind pushing through the range.

    The wind flag's were shit scared of something and wouldn't let go of the poles for love nor money!
Could of been the first sight of Richard Sharman walking onto the range?

Unfortunately, we lost several of our competitors that morning from various ailments and all we 
could do was send them packing in the nicest of ways and wish them a speed recovery. 
Get well soon guys.

Thankfully, by the time blow off got underway, the wind had picked up. I can only presume that the 
same Range staff that turned up late to let us onto the range was also the one responsible for turning
on the fans down range. Anyway, better late than never I suppose.

The wind throughout Match 5 remained consistently from Left with a value stuck in 
the 2½ MOA Left to 0 bracket. By the time of Match 6, the fun and games had started again

and the wind was fishtailing between 1¾ MOA Left through to ½ MOA Right and back.
This was a prefect end to a competition and one that challenged everyone involved. 



The final scores on the doors for Match 5 & 6 were as follows:-
Match 4 
F-Open

M. Scrivens
(CB) 75.09

T. Reynolds
75.09

P. Hill
(CB) 75.08

Match 5
F/TR

A. Bagnall
75.09

A. Wahid
74.05

M. Pearson
73.08

Match 5 
F-Open

L. Vinall
74.06

P. Hunt
73.08

S. Taylor
73.05

Match 6
F/TR

S. Anselm
74.07

E. Campbell
74.04

M. Jarram
73.03

                        FIRST      SECOND     THIRD                            FIRST      SECOND     THIRD
F-Open
SUN AGG

I. Boxall
146.16

T. Reynolds
146.15

P. Hunt
146.13

F/TR
SUN AGG

S. Anselm
145.13

E. Campbell
145.11

A. Wahid
145.11

I think you'll all agree that those scores in both classes were very close and it just goes to show how 
ballistically similar our F/TR's .308's compare to F-Open's 6mm, .284's and .300WSM's in 
performance at short range competitions out to 600 yards. An awesome effort from all of you.

The final Grand Aggregate results after the close of play at Round 1

That concluded our first league round of 2022 and congratulations to all our stage winners and 
podium finishers. I can only hope that you all enjoyed yourselves and went home happy in the 
knowledge that you kit is at least up to the next big challenge.

 The G.B.F.C.A Rd 2 – The Diggle F-Class Challenge - a full weekend at 1000 yards in early May.

Thanks to all our markers who performed well all weekend, all our RCO's who clocked up several 
miles, marching up and down the firing points and keeping check of everyones safety and finally, 
thanks to all those who helped out where they could including all our competitors. Great effort guys

An email will go out shortly to inform everyone of when Diggle Rd 2 entries will go live and in 
the mean time, stay safe, stay happy and I hope to see you all on a firing point soon. Cheers Richie

       The 2022 G.B.F.C.A Short Range Challenge Rd 1 – Century Range 600 Yards
F/TR COMPETITOR M1 (Sat) M2 (Sat) M3 (Sat) M4 (Sat) M5 (Sun) M6 (Sun) GA F-OPEN COMPETITOR M1 (Sat) M2 (Sat) M3 (Sat) M4 (Sat) M5 (Sun) M6 (Sun) GA

1 Asad Wahid 71.02 72.02 70.04 67.05 74.05 69.03 423.21 1 G. L. James 73.08 72.08 71.08 69.03 74.04 72.07 431.38
2 Ewen Cambell 72.08 69.05 66.03 67.04 71.07 74.04 419.31 2 Mark Bannon 71.05 74.08 72.04 69.05 73.07 72.04 431.33
3 Stuart Anselm 70.06 67.03 68.06 67.06 71.06 74.07 417.34 3 Martin Scrivens 73.05 67.07 67.04 74.05 75.09 71.03 427.33
4 Dan Lomas 69.05 71.06 66.04 66.02 72.05 70.04 414.26 4 David Lloyd 73.08 72.07 72.04 69.05 74.09 65.02 425.35
5 Simon West 70.05 66.08 67.04 66.02 72.08 67.04 408.31 5 Tom Reynolds 71.04 70.08 68.05 69.02 75.09 71.06 424.34
6 Mark Webb 72.07 70.03 61.02 65.02 70.04 70.08 408.26 6 Tony Marsh 75.06 66.04 71.06 69.03 74.09 69.03 424.31
7 David Rollafson 75.08 65.02 62.03 70.04 68.06 66.01 406.24 7 Les Groves 70.01 68.02 66.04 75.09 72.06 72.04 423.26
8 Mark Downing 73.07 66.05 66.02 65.02 68.03 68.03 406.22 8 Lance Vinall 69.07 72.04 65.06 72.05 69.03 74.06 421.31
9 Robert Hale 71.03 67.04 63.02 66.05 67.07 71.09 405.30 9 Des Parr 73.06 71.06 67.03 67.02 74.06 69.02 421.25
10 Mike Pearson 70.04 62.03 68.02 69.06 73.08 63.02 405.25 10 Paul Harkins 73.05 67.00 66.04 70.04 73.03 72.06 421.22
11 Matt Jarram 70.03 66.04 63.01 62.03 69.06 73.03 403.20 11 Darren Stewart 74.08 67.04 69.05 66.03 73.07 71.04 420.31
12 Adam Bagnall 74.07 62.01 63.02 59.02 75.09 67.06 400.27 12 Ian Boxall 68.02 69.03 68.06 69.02 75.08 71.08 420.29
13 Steve Rigby 70.06 64.00 65.01 63.03 66.03 70.05 398.18 13 Paul Hill 74.07 70.08 64.03 70.03 75.08 66.03 419.32
14 Adam Williams 69.05 63.02 61.00 67.02 68.03 70.04 398.16 14 Martin Townsend 72.05 70.03 70.02 67.05 72.05 67.04 418.24
15 David C. W. Lloyd 72.05 63.00 64.03 70.04 67.03 62.00 398.15 15 Neil Gould 71.04 70.04 67.05 66.03 72.04 71.07 417.27
16 Paul Russell 73.05 62.00 63.02 61.02 71.03 68.03 398.15 16 Joe West 69.02 71.05 65.03 70.03 74.09 68.03 417.25
17 Kat Balakrishnan 68.02 60.02 69.04 65.06 73.06 61.04 396.24 17 Uli Kwade 73.06 72.08 66.03 69.07 68.04 68.04 416.32
18 Pete Sheffield 71.07 60.03 68.06 60.01 71.04 64.04 394.25 18 Phill Shambrook 71.06 69.04 63.02 70.06 73.05 69.03 415.26
19 Jim Marsden 68.03 65.04 55.00 63.04 72.02 70.04 393.17 19 Ian Bellis 71.04 66.02 70.03 69.02 74.04 65.04 415.19
20 Graeme Dunlop 66.03 66.02 63.02 63.02 67.02 68.02 393.13 20 David Raybould 70.02 60.02 68.05 68.03 74.06 71.04 411.22
21 Julie Bagnall 70.06 58.04 66.03 60.01 70.05 68.04 392.23 21 Pat Allen 69.04 69.05 66.04 67.06 72.08 67.02 410.29
22 Ryan Goodman 68.03 63.02 62.02 63.02 69.02 67.05 392.16 22 John Howe 66.03 67.04 67.04 65.02 72.06 72.07 409.26
23 Mary Marsden 66.02 62.02 65.01 66.04 67.06 65.03 391.18 23 Martin Miles 71.03 67.04 61.02 65.05 72.06 70.02 406.22
24 Rob Barter 69.06 61.07 57.03 64.02 71.03 66.06 388.27 24 Celt Ridout 68.06 69.07 59.02 68.05 70.03 69.03 403.26
25 Neil Groves 69.03 63.02 54.01 61.01 70.05 71.04 388.16 25 Justin Gough 69.04 70.05 61.04 70.01 67.01 66.02 403.17
26 David Lacey 67.02 55.02 55.02 71.04 68.07 70.04 386.21 26 Philip Sammons 70.03 66.04 61.06 64.01 73.05 68.06 402.25
27 Peter Baxter 66.03 64.03 61.03 63.02 69.06 62.05 385.22 27 Stuart Taylor 70.03 65.04 52.03 72.06 70.04 73.05 402.25
28 Clive Wall 66.01 62.04 59.00 68.03 66.07 64.00 385.15 28 Robert Douglas 64.02 63.02 66.03 69.06 72.05 67.03 401.21
29 Niki Groves 58.04 65.02 65.02 59.03 67.06 65.02 379.19 29 Andrew Le Roux 67.06 63.05 63.01 65.02 67.04 61.03 386.21
30 Carl Needham 60.01 57.01 51.02 56.00 59.01 60.02 343.07 30 Noel McCarthy 69.01 65.03 56.04 55.01 71.08 65.03 381.20
31 Vincent Meyer 0.00 63.02 49.00 70.02 71.04 67.03 320.11 31 Stephen Moloney 66.01 59.05 58.03 61.04 71.06 62.03 377.22
32 Chris Hircombe 66.03 68.08 61.03 66.04 0.00 0.00 261.18 32 Brogan O.S.Smith 26.00 62.05 62.02 71.03 72.04 71.03 364.17
33 Dean Wallace 69.01 63.02 65.02 61.02 0.00 0.00 258.07 33 Peter Hunt 66.02 64.05 55.01 5.01 73.05 73.08 336.22
34 Carrie Ryan 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 34 Tom Bindley 72.02 72.07 61.05 68.04 0.00 0.00 273.18
35 Garryk Campbell 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 35 Gary Costello 70.05 67.05 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 137.10


